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Today

❑ What is the Buy-Back Program?

❑ How does it work?

❑ What about the Spirit Lake Reservation?

❑ What happens if I get an offer?
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What is the Buy-Back Program?

Former President Barack Obama with the 

late American Indian Leader Elouise Cobell



$1.9 billion
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− fractional interests 

− in trust or restricted land 

− at fair market value 

− from willing sellers

− within a 10-year period

Purchased interests held in trust

for the Tribe with jurisdiction



What is an Allotment?
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A Tract or Allotment 

was assigned to an 

individual Indian 

landowner.



What is Fractionation?
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Multiple landowners 

on a single tract.



How Fractionated is the Reservation?

Fractionation of a possible allotment of land over six 

generations, assuming only three heirs per generation.

877 owners on a single 

tract at the Reservation.
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18 most fractionated 

Reservation in Indian 

Country.



Land 

Acquisition

How does the Buy-Back Program Work?
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Land 

Valuation

Land 

Research

Outreach



Spirit Lake Reservation
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Spirit Lake Reservation 

•Offers tentatively scheduled fall 2017

•Unique landowners: 5361*

• 421 Whereabouts Unknown (WAU) landowners

*Excludes interests held in joint tenancy, life estate, 

probate, interests held by WAUs, non-compos mentis or 

minors
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Spirit Lake Reservation 

• Landowners live in 48 states and 3 foreign countries

•Majority of landowners located in North Dakota 

(30%) and South Dakota (17%)
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Spirit Lake Reservation
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Spirit Lake Reservation
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Spirit Lake Reservation
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Things to consider…



What interests do I own?
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Where is my land?

17



Do I earn income from my land?

How is my IIM account disbursed?

Do I have a financial plan?
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What are my other options?

•Estate Planning

•Co-Owner Purchase

•Gift Deed

•Life Estate

•Land Exchange
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How can I learn more about my land?
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1-888-678-6836
Trust Beneficiary Call Center



What happens if I get an offer?
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What is in the offer packet?

1. Cover Letter

2. Instructions

3. Deed 

4. Purchasable Interest Inventory 

(Parts 1 and 2)

5. Map(s)

6. Self-Addressed Return Envelope.
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1. Cover Letter

45 days from cover 

letter date to return the 

documents

Up to 60 days to 

process after the receipt of 

complete documents 

Total offer 

amount (fair market 

value) and base payment 

of $75
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2. Instructions
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Do use black or blue ink

Do fill in bubbles adjacent 

to selected tract(s) or sell all 

tracts listed

Do not mark or alter bar 

code at bottom of page(s)

Do not use white out or 

make corrections on 

inventory or deed.



3. One-Page Deed
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Name and address
correct?

Requires a Notary.  

Notary will require a 

valid ID.

Consider making a 

copy for your records.

Return all original 

pages with barcodes.



4. Purchasable Interest Inventory 
(Part 1 - Detail)
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Details of 

each Tract ID 

listed on the 

Inventory 

Summary



4. Purchasable Interest Inventory 
(Part 2 - Summary)

Only interests 

eligible for purchase
under the Buy-Back Program
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5. Map
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Acknowledgement Notice

Confirm transaction is 

complete

Amount matched to 

Scholarship Fund

Base payment 
amount

Total payment 
deposited into IIM account
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Think Carefully

Once the sale is approved and 

title transfers to the Tribe, it

cannot be reversed.


